Gordon Waddell

Ken Drummond sees
more than 400 kids
fill Letham’s foothall

fields every week.

Fifty three years on from the
day he started the club with
FOUR, he admits theirjoy keeps
him alive. :

Now 72, the former oilindustry
worker still gives seven days a
weektooneofthebestcommunity
set-upsin the country,ahaven for

youngsters in a housing scheme

ranked among Scotland’s mos
deprived. -

AndthePerthside’spresident
isn’t just there to milk his
memories -he’sstill fightingto
finalise funding for a 3G pitch
that will leave a lasting legacy
for the sportin his area.

His long service alone would
probably have earned him his
nomination in this season’s
McDonald’s/Sunday Mail
Grassroots Awards, the scheme
we run with the SFA to honour
Scottishfootball’sunsungheroes.

But the progressive nature of
his club, recognised in these
awards fouryearsagoasaflagship
set-upintheirfield, showshe'sstill
earninghis keep.

Ken revealed: “We played
Under-18 football in Perth when
we werekidsbut once we were 18
wehad nowhere to goso four ofus
formed our own juvenile team.

“That was in November 1960.
We didn’t even have changing
rooms on our first pitch at south
end, we used a single end!

“But by our second season we
hadwon ourleague, twocupsand
a 17-year-old lad called Sandy
McRorie was our first boy to go
senior with St Johnstone.

“SincethenweTeclosetohaving
100 players from our ranks go
senior. I love nothing more than

to see our youngsters flourish in
the game andinlife ingeneral.”
Like most volunteers we've
recognised in the 10 years of the
McDonald’s/SundayMailscheme,
Kenhas done everyjobunderthe
sun for his club, from player to
coach to fundraiser to president.
Hehasnointention of stopping
despite his advancing years.

.He said: “I actually stopped
playingatthe age of 22 butT've
been involved every day since.

“After the first team we
organised, we realised we had to
havesidesfeedingintoitasplayers
left or got older, so we started an
Under-18sthenan Under-16s. Now
we have 19 teams and over 400

kids, boys and girls. It’s a big job
keeping it going and my
background in the gas and oil
industriesmeantIwaswellplaced
tolook for sponsors.

“But we've still raised money
byrunningdancesand whathave
you. We're very close now to
getting an all-weather pitch and
thatwouldbegreat.

“Letham is in the top 10 areas
of deprivationinScotland.It’s our
missiontomake surethekidshave
something to help them.”

Drummond is the last of the
club’s four founding fathers still
involved — but he’s going
nowhere soon.

Hesaid: “Oneoftheladspassed
away, anotheris in Australiaand
the otherlostinterest. Theidea of
giving this up never entered my
head.It’s what keeps me alive.”
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